Garden Valley Toastmasters - Club History (brief overview)

A small group of people interested in Toastmasters, began meeting weekly at Mercy Ships in September 1999. The club officially became known as Garden Valley Toastmasters, chartered on February 1, 2000 with 24 members.

Our mission then and now continues to be:  “to provide a mutually supportive and positive learning environment in which every member has the opportunity to develop and practice communication and leadership skills, which in turn foster self-confidence and personal growth.” 

Even though the club began meeting on Thursday evenings, it later changed to Tuesday lunchtime back in September 2002. (We continue to meet each Tuesday at noon in “The Loft”, behind the Gym on the campus of Mercy Ships.)
Our first club speech contest took place on February 10, 2000, and since then many of our members have participated in events and contests both in and outside our own club.

Mercy Ships was asked if they could host a district contest on Saturday, April 14, 2007. The club members organized and hosted it in the Worship Center. We did it again, hosting an Area Contest on Saturday, September 12, 2009. 
Our website (http://gvtm.toastmastersclubs.org) began in August 2006. Later, additional photos, links, and documents were added by members.

Our club newsletter began in April 2009 with returning charter member Jonathan Irons, serving as VP of Public Relations, with club officers as editors.
Some of our accomplishments as a Distinguished Club have been:

President’s Distinguished 2006-2007

Select Distinguished 2007-2008

President’s Distinguished 2008-2009

President’s Distinguished 2009-2010

President’s Distinguished 2010-2011

History helps us know where we’ve been and how we’re progressing. We continue to keep a positive, friendly learning environment that helps us all to learn and grow together.

